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Overview 

The region of Europe and Central Asia has significant experience, resources, technologies, 
and knowledge in the field of nuclear and radiation safety, with facilities and activities ranging 
from the use of a limited number of radiation sources to the operation of a large nuclear power 
programs. It gathers countries with extensive safety expertise as well as countries needing to 
strengthen their safety infrastructure.  

The European and Central Asian Safety Network, or EuCAS Network, was created with the 
aim to support the strengthening of nuclear and radiation safety infrastructure, in line with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Safety Standards, at a regional level, through 
facilitating:  

 Exchange of information, experience, expertise and good practices; 
 Coordination and the development of activities including capacity building; 
 Cooperation on issues of specific interest and building of a common understanding. 

The EuCAS Network enables professionals to share knowledge and expertise, form 
sustainable professional relationships and build capacity, learn from peer reviews and experts 
in related fields, and have easy access to good practices and information on emerging trends 
in the field. 

EuCAS is a regional network and is part of the IAEA’s Global Nuclear Safety and Security 
Network (GNSSN) and Peaceful Uses Initiatives (PUI) program “Enhancing nuclear safety and 
security infrastructure through establishment of nuclear safety knowledge management 
program (2016-PUI-NSOC-12-NMPS)”. All GNSSN networks help Member States connect, 
collaborate, and communicate on radiation and nuclear safety and security. 

EuCAS members focus particularly on regulatory infrastructure, various relevant aspects of 
radioactive waste management, environmental remediation and nuclear and radiological 
legacy sites and installations, as well as education and training in nuclear safety related 
issues. 

This annual report provides a follow-up on EuCAS activities and progress for the last two years 
2020-2021. The extraordinary circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic strongly impacted the 
activities of EuCAS network. This is highlighted in this report.  

The report is comprised of five parts:  

i) Introduction 
ii) Governance and Strategic Management 
iii) Achievements in 2020-2021 
iv) Summary 
v) Upcoming activities and topics. 

  



3 
 

I. Introduction 

Networking provides the most widely accessible and collaborative activity that professionals 
can engage in to share knowledge and expertise, build enduring professional relationships, 
and develop their own capacity. Networking provides its members with the opportunity to learn 
from their peers as well as from experts with diverse skill sets; it also provides access to widely 
shared best practices and knowledge of emerging trends in the field. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) supports professional networking through its 
Global Nuclear Safety and Security Network (GNSSN) portal, comprising some 18 different 
networks to help Member States connect, collaborate, and communicate. 

One quite new network under the GNSSN umbrella is European and Central Asian Safety 
Network - EuCAS. This regional network supports dialog, cooperation, and networking 
among Member States on radiation and nuclear safety and security matters with a specific 
focus on radioactive waste management, decommissioning, supervision of nuclear legacy 
sites and installations and infrastructure of regulatory bodies. This is in line with the IAEA 
safety standards, at a regional level, through facilitating: 

 Exchange of information, experience, expertise, and good practices. 
 Coordination and the development of activities including capacity building; 
 Cooperation on issues of specific interest and building of a common understanding. 

EuCAS’ Steering Committee (SC) held its first meeting in 2016 to formally adopt the network’s 
terms of reference. Ms Malgorzata Sneve (Norway) and Mr Ilhom Mirsaidzova (Tajikistan) 
were designated, respectively, as chairperson and vice-chairperson with three working groups 
formed. In 2018, an additional vice-chair was elected, Mr Nikolay Grozev (Bulgaria) and, on 
the initiative of the Russian Federation, a fourth working group was created. The working 
groups are:  

 WG 1 – Regulatory Infrastructure 
 WG 2 – Safety of Radioactive Waste Management and SF Management 
 WG 3 – Environmental Remediation and Decommissioning 
 WG 4 – Education and Training 

EuCAS is also part of the Peaceful Uses Initiatives (PUI) program “Enhancing nuclear safety 
and security infrastructure through establishment of nuclear safety knowledge management 
program (2016-PUI-NSOC-12-NMPS)”. 

Special challenges occurring under COVID-19 pandemic starting in the beginning of 2020. 
Worldwide introduced measures made it difficult to proceed with the planned activities, 
especially working meetings and site visits in person. All type of networking had to face the 
challenges of the new situation due to the pandemic. New ways of virtual interactions, 
meetings and workshops has been developed and implemented. EuCAS adopted the new 
way of working as much it was possible, nevertheless the most of planned activities for period 
2020-2021 were postponed or difficult to implement. 
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Strategic goals of EuCAS 

The strategic goals of EuCAS are to: 
 Promote and strengthen sustainable cooperation in the field of nuclear and radiation 

safety, between countries and throughout the region; 
 Improve nuclear and radiation safety capabilities and infrastructure of EuCAS 

members’ countries; 
 Develop and coordinate capacity building activities within the region gathering EuCAS 

members; 
 Share information on relevant initiatives and major activities in the region (such as 

other specialized or sub-regional networks);  
 Contribute to the identification of regional priorities in the field of nuclear and radiation 

safety for the regional support programmes (e. g. IAEA's technical cooperation (TC) 
programme, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), and 
European Union (EU) and other initiatives).  
 

EuCAS Objectives 

The objectives of EuCAS are to support the strengthening of the nuclear and radiation safety 
infrastructure, in line with the IAEA safety standards, at regional level, and to develop 
coordination and possible bilateral and multilateral partnerships among countries in Europe 
and Central Asia and in other regions, through provision of: 

 A platform to develop common approaches to build and maintain a high level of safety 
in line with the IAEA safety standards; 

 Easy access to workshops and training on EuCAS focus areas; and 
 A forum to strengthen the partnerships in the region and beyond.  
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II. Governance and Strategic Management  

To ensure effective governance, EuCAS is governed by a Steering Committee with working 
groups (WG) and secretariat as shown in Fig 1.  

 

Fig. 1 Roles and Responsibilities for EuCAS Governance (2020 – 2021) 

 

EuCAS Member Countries  

EuCAS member countries comprise as of 2021: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Georgia, Germany, 
Greece, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Malta, Moldova, Norway, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Serbia, Slovakia, and Tajikistan. 
 

EuCAS Partnership 

EuCAS collaborates with partner organizations from the European Commission, Norway, 
Bulgaria, France, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, the United States 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (U.S. NRC) and with all GNSSN networks (e. g. TSO Forum). 
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Strategic Management 

EuCAS, as a network, depends on the active participation and engagement of all members. It 
has therefore been necessary to organize thematic workshops, webinars, and SC meetings 
jointly to optimise the resources and operate in a flexible and inclusive way. 

Particularly, it is a challenge that EuCAS is a relatively young network with many and new 
member states to IAEA. The new member states have established different levels in their 
regulatory infrastructure, have sometimes specific or unique problems and sometimes a 
limited ability to work actively international. Sometimes their focus is different. Limited 
capacities, resources, and challenges in communications when using different languages shall 
be addressed by mutually support.  

Potential future activities include the development of regional connections and clarification of 
interests, the identification of common interests and subsequent establishment of thematic 
workshops and building opportunities to share knowledge and experience. 
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III. Achievements in 2020-2021 

From the beginning of 2020, the countries in Europe and Central Asia have been impacted by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. This had serious consequences on the situation in many member 
states and on the work of EuCAS.  

The member states within EuCAS network discussed and initiated several measures to 
minimize the spread and consequences of Covid-19. The most important goal was to maintain 
the commitment to EuCAS and to plan and conduct activities during the pandemic. In response 
to this new circumstances and unknown future development of the situation due to the 
pandemic, plans and working program of EuCAS was discussed and revised on each Steering 
Committee meeting.  

Initially planned activities for 2020 

The initially planned series of activities of EuCAS to be implemented in 2020 and 2021 
included:  

 The 5th Steering Committee of EuCAS should take place in April 2-3, 2020 in Moldova, 
back-to-back with the WG 2 workshop related to Radon type facilities. It was planned 
to review and finalize Terms of Reference for each working group.  

 The workshop on the “Regulation and Management of Existing Facilities for the 
Predisposal of Radioactive Waste” under WG 2 was planned to take place in March 
2020 in Moldova, then postponed to July 2020 (NV issued on 2 April 2020), and 
unfortunately postponed again due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

 It was planned to hold the workshop of WG 1 in June 2020 in Tajikistan dedicated to 
one of the topics identified during the meeting in Sarajevo in 2018 to specify and 
prioritize activities within WG 1 or on "Experience by TS Organizations to the Nuclear 
Regulator".  

 WG 3 planned to organize a workshop on “Regulatory system for remediation and 
decommissioning” based on discussions during the workshop in Prague in 2018. The 
workshop was planned to the end of September 2020 in Kazakhstan. A site-visit to a 
remedied legacy site in Belgium was also proposed as an additional activity of WG 3. 

 WG 4 considered two topics for 2020: The first topic was to perform self-assessment 
in capacity building for finding common gaps of regulatory bodies’ competence. The 
second topic focused on transport of nuclear materials. A specific timeframe has not 
been agreed. 

 An EuCAS meeting was also planned to be organized as a side event to the 64th IAEA 
GC meeting in September 2020 in Vienna, Austria. 

 The 6th SC meeting for 2020 was planned to be in person and to held back-to-back 
with a workshop. 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 pandemic in persons meeting were cancelled, and the 
network had to develop a new approach and tasks for the period 2020-2021. The 5th SC 
meeting, which was the first one after beginning of the pandemic, presented and discussed 
an updated approach. At this virtual SC meeting, the new EuCAS plans for 2020-2021 were 
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adopted and adjusted to the new circumstances. Members showed great flexibility and 
cooperation to maintain and support actively EuCAS network. 

Focus has been put on: 

1. Maintaining the connection and dialog with all member states 
2. Further development of ToRs for all Working Groups, discussion of final comments 

and improvement, which will include in particular: 
- Mission, strategy, objective, and scope for each WG 
- WG members or national representatives 
- Work program for each group 

3. plans for EuCAS activities during pandemic situation: 
- virtual SC meetings  
- subjects and theme for virtual workshops and webinars 
- possibilities for invited topical presentations during SC and webinars 
- sharing the regulatory documents and other publications between member 

countries 
4. Coordination with IAEA regarding other networks and programs in the regions  
5. Continuation of Steering Committee meetings (virtual). They took place on 24-25 

August 2020, 23-24 November 2020 and 7-8 July 2021 
 

  



9 
 

Virtual 5th Steering Committee meeting, 24-25 August 2020 

The 5th meeting of the Steering Committee (SC) of the European and Central Asian Safety 
Network (EuCAS) was virtually held 24-25 August 2020 and gathered 19 participants from 16 
Member States (MS) and from partner organizations. In addition, 4 experts from the Agency 
participated. 

 

During the meeting, several important topics has been discussed, such as COVID-19 
pandemic situation and its influence on working conditions in each member countries. Further 
on it was discussed the influence of pandemic on EuCAS network and international activities 
and cooperation. Approach differs from state to state, but overall, the measures introduced to 
prevent spreading were consistent. Group agreed to keep the momentum during the pandemic 
and exchange the information on how regulatory activities are impacted by the new situation. 

The outcome from the Regional EuCAS Experts’ Meeting organized under WG1 in the 
premises of EEAE, from 4th to 6th September 2019 in Athens, Greece was mentioned again 
in connection with COVID-19. The importance of information exchange with neighbouring 
countries in the event of an emergency was discussed regarding its relevance to COVID-19. 
The meeting in Athens showed that there is a lot of topics to be covered in the field of 
emergency preparedness and response (EPR) on which exchange of information under the 
EuCAS network can play a significant role. Thus, during 5th SC meeting the members 
discussed the possibility to establish a new working group on EPR. 

During the meeting DOE/NNSA, USA presented the overview of International Nuclear 
Safeguards Engagement Program (INSEP), which works with countries to fulfil their IAEA 
safeguards obligations through bilateral and regional collaboration. The presentation was 
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mainly focused on introducing what kind of support is provided and could be applied within 
EuCAS. INSEP was presented as not just a training programme, it covers all aspects of 
safeguards implementation and assists the partners in accordance with their specific needs, 
along with a possibility of its funding. INSEP can work with EuCAS countries and provide 
programme in their own national languages as well as in English to effectively share 
knowledge and experiences in safeguards implementation. So far safeguard was not included 
in the working program of EuCAS, but it could be introduced if it there is an interest among 
the member countries. 

The Terms of References (ToR) for each of the working groups (WGs) was another issue 
discussed and agreed to focus further. All 4 drafts of ToR for each WG are supposed to be 
send to chairs of respective WGs. After technical officers’ review should contain the same 
phrase for the roles of PMO and TO.  

During meeting it was agreed that all EuCAS members should review and update their 
representatives for each working group.  

The planned activities for 2020 of each WG was discussed again and adjusted respectively: 

WG 1  
- The Workshop on “Technical and Scientific Support Organizations (TSO) Providing 

Support to Regulatory Bodies: Challenges with their Establishment and Operation” 
planned in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 30 September-2 October 2020, was agreed to be 
postponed to August 2021. 

WG 2  
- The Workshop on “The Regulation and Management of Existing Facilities for the 

Predisposal of Radioactive Waste” plan to be held in March 2020 in Chisinau, Moldova, 
will be postponed until the members can travel, hopefully during 2021. 

WG 3 
- The new Coordinator of WG3 was nominated. Mr. Bakhtiyor Barotov, who is working for 

TSO of Tajikistan, volunteered to serve as a coordinator of WG3.  
- Workshop on “Regulatory system for remediation and decommissioning” was suggested 

to be held virtually in 2021.  

WG 4 
- Based on discussions during the workshop in Moscow and in accordance with the 

generated Matrix, the questionnaire on preferred topics for WG4 activities was developed 
including training courses for 2021. The questionnaire was shared with all members before 
starting the meeting and it was suggested to discuss the action plan for WG 4 with the 
results of the questionnaire in detail. 

- WG4 suggested event on "Review and assessment" will be prepared based on the results 
of the questionnaire  

- Workshop on “Identifying specific priority themes on Education and Training” held in 
Moscow 2019 generated the draft Terms of Reference (ToR) of WG4, which also served 
as a suggestion to other groups to develop own ToR for each WG.  

The next 6th Steering Committee of EuCAS was planned to take place in November 23-24, 
2020 virtually. 
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Virtual 6th Steering Committee meeting, 23-24 November 2020 

 

The 6th meeting of the Steering Committee (SC) of the European and Central Asiam Safety 
Network (EuCAS) was held virtually on 23-24 November 2020 and gathered 25 participants 
from 17 Member States (MS) and from partner organizations. In addition, 4 experts and the 
Secretariats from the Agency participated. Main topics were, drafting WG ToRs, TSO forum, 
mapping matrix and plans for the future events, IAEA WS-G-3.1. 

All participants shared information about the COVID-19 situation in each country and its 
implications on the functions of the regulatory body. 

The ToRs of each working group were discussed and was agreed to be improved and 
hopefully approved during the next SC meeting. Several comments were given to the ToR for 
WG3, which have some relevance to other working groups and could be a great value during 
revision of ToR for other groups. The review of ToR for WG3 shows that - even if EuCAS 
activities overlap with the ones of thematic forums, such as COMDEC, RSLS, CGULS, and 
ENVIRONET – this is not the duplication because EuCAS refers and works on a regional level. 
Its focus is to maintain networking and help each other as well to share information from other 
existing forums.  

It was agreed that each WG shall held separately a virtual meeting in the first quarter of 2021, 
to elaborate the current draft ToR before next Steering Committee meeting. The meetings will 
be chaired by coordinator of each WG, who is responsible for organization of the meeting 
together with the IAEA Secretariat.  

The invited presentation about the Technical and Scientific Support Organization Forum 
(TSOF) and its activities and possible cooperation with EuCAS members were presented by 
the TSOF vice chair Ms. Carla Eibl-Schwaeger and discussed.  
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The IA EA TECDOC-1835 (Technical and Scientific Support Organizations Providing 
Support to Regulatory Functions) introduces the main objectives and scope of TSOF. The 
general principles are the provision of technical and scientific support to a regulatory body. 
The Self-Assessment Tool (TOSCA) was also briefly explained and can be easily used to 
support in development and enhancement of TSO capabilities. 

This presentation was highlighting the challenges with the establishing of a TSO. This 
introduction was very useful for WG1, which plans to have workshop on that topic.  

The importance of how to build technical support organizations in countries that do not have 
their own TSO have been discussed. Many EuCAS countries have only small nuclear activities 
as well as small regulatory bodies, which makes it difficult to keep competence in all related 
to areas. The idea of regional TSO for the countries that don’t have a capacity or needs for 
own TSO was raised. 

WG1 generated a matrix for work activities based on a questionary with the contributions from 
all EuCAS members and the IAEA. New proposals from members were discussed further. 

It was agreed that all groups should review and consider Mapping Matrix again and try to find 
what will be possible and useful in their own country. Information coming from different IAEA 
missions like IRRS, could be useful and complementary to both WG1 Matrix and work program 
of other WGs. It was agreed that Matrix based on IAEA review missions such as IRRS 
(Integrated Regulatory Review Service) and INIR (Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review), 
could be further developed. It would be already a good tool for developing joint activities and 
define the needs of EuCAS members.  

Other activities and involvement into several groups were discussed. Belgium suggested to 
connect WG1 activities with involvement of TSO for radioactive waste management. France 
suggested to share within WG2 its expertise and experience in public debate on National 
Radioactive Waste Management Plan. For the WG3 could be relevant have closer connection 
to share knowledge and experience with other activities and forums of the IAEA, such as 
RSLS, CGULS and ENVIRONET. 

It was encouraged for all WGs to share regulatory documents, newly developed by one’s 
country, which can be of the interest to other members of the network, especially in the region 
with similar regulatory system and same language. IAEA informed that the final draft of revised 
safety guides No. WS-G-3.1 for remediation of Legacy Sites (Nuclear activities and facilities 
as well as post accidents situations) could be shared together with short overview on other 
relevant documents. 

WG4 developed and send all members new questionnaire on possible focus for training and 
education workshop on review and assessment including detailed topics. Scientific and 
Technical Academy of Rosatom could be invited as external experts for certain courses within 
EuCAS, considering their possibilities for Education and Training activities especially for 
Russian speaking countries. Results of the workshop will be shared with all the members. The 
possibilities could be further discussed and explored between WG4 and IAEA. 
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Finally, the working program for 2021-2022 was discussed and suggested as follow: 

- 7th Steering Committee meeting shall take place virtually in June 2021. 
- A topical session of this SC meeting should include updated presentations from the 

regulatory bodies of EuCAS members. 
- 8th Steering Committee meeting shall take place in person and was suggested for 

November or December 2021 and shall be preferably combined with one workshop if 
available for the convenience. 

- WG1 workshop on “Technical and Scientific Support Organizations (TSO) Providing 
Support to Regulatory Bodies: Challenges with their Establishment and Operation” 
shall be organised in person in August 2021 in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. If travels still will 
be difficult, then suggested to postpone to August 2022. 

- WG2 Workshop on “The Regulation and Management of Existing Facilities for the 
Predisposal of Radioactive Waste” shall be planned for October 2021 in Chisinau, 
Moldova. If travels still will be difficult, then suggested to postpone to May 2022. 

- WG4 workshop on review and assessment could be hosted by JSC "VO "Safety" 
(Russian Federation) in 2021 according to the results of new questionnaire and both 
options are possible either virtually or in-person. 
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Virtual 7th Steering Committee meeting 7-8 July 2021 

 

The 7th meeting of the Steering Committee (SC) of the European and Central Asia Safety 
Network (EuCAS) was virtually held 7-8 July 2021 and gathered 25 participants from 17 
Member States (MS) and from partner organizations. In addition, 4 experts and the 
Secretariats from the Agency participated.  

Due to COVID-19 pandemic and national restrictions scheduled events in person were 
postponed several times and again were planned to be held in a virtual manner. Workplan for 
the next period has been revised and take into consideration all peculiarities of the current 
situation. The possibility of webinars in close cooperation with the IAEA Technical Officers 
were discussed and should be assessed. More attention should be put on enhancing 
cooperation with other networks to contribute effectively and efficiently to sharing of 
knowledge, experiences, and expertise e. g. the Technical and Scientific Support Organization 
Forum (TSOF) or other thematic networks. One of important issues for EuCAS is to seek 
active collaboration with Global Nuclear Safety and Security Network (GNSSN) and other 
similar regional networks to learn and gain experience from their experience. 

US NRC from the beginning has been supporting the EuCAS network and this time presented 
possibilities for assistance in regulatory development through different courses. Different 
parallel activities were mentioned in Central Asia, which were supported by US NRC regarding 
radioactive sources and security as example. 

During the meeting several times it was emphasized that each working group of EuCAS plays 
a key role in this network activities and the continued efforts to finalise ToR for WGs, 
development and update working program with national representatives in each WG will be a 
good way for EuCAS to become active. The approval of ToRs for each working group was 
postponed several times due to lack of progress. It was consensus that each WG should hold 
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an additional virtual meeting with representatives nominated to each WG to elaborate the 
current draft of ToR before next SC meeting and accordingly revise the EuCAS ToR where 
necessary. The meetings on ToR should be chaired by Coordinator of each WG, who is 
responsible for organization of the meeting together with the IAEA Secretariat. It was proposed 
that the virtual meeting of working groups, starting from October 2021, could also prepare 
working plans and select Co-coordinator. Alternatively, another suggestion was given to have 
consultancy meeting with chair, co-chairs, coordinators for each WG and respective technical 
officers from IAEA to review comments and to finalise the ToRs.  

Working groups update: 

- Mr. Zoran Tesanovic will continue to lead WG 1 but seeks a Co-coordinator. 
- Mr. Valentin Stanchev will continue to lead WG 2 assisted by Mr. Nikolay Grozev. 
- Mr. Bakhtiyor Barotov will continue to lead WG 3.  
- Ms. Antonia Kuzmina replacesa Ms. E. Sukhorobraia as leader of WG 4. 

Closer interaction between the TSOF and EuCAS were suggested during the meeting and as 
start a topical workshop or meeting could be held. 

Working program update for 2021 

- Potential set of webinars about IRRS or/and with focus on the basic regulatory 
infrastructure, safety guides or other (lectures, training) were suggested and agreed to 
organised. Materials for such workshop are available at IAEA. 

- Other ideas for webinars were suggested from WG2 and WG3 related to ARTEMIS 
mission, decommissioning and remediation, and presentations of new safety guides 
(e. g. Leadership Management and Culture for Safety in Radioactive Waste 
Management). 

- Webinar on Strategic Master Plan (SMP) for remediation in Central Asia to raise 
awareness for challenges for regulatory body. 

- Virtual meetings for each working group to work on ToR. 

IAEA secretariat will be sending out the official request for EuCAS nominations for the period 
from 2021 to 2023. The ToR of the EuCAS were reviewed by OLA (office of legal affairs) and 
one of the requests were to mention the term (duration) of the steering committee in the ToR. 
The term could be included in the ToR when it will be considered appropriate by the steering 
committee. 
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Virtual Consultancy Meeting 7-8 December 2021 

 

The consultancy meeting on Harmonization of the Terms of References for the European 
and Central Asian Safety Network (EuCAS) was virtually held 7-8 December 2021 and 
gathered the coordinators from the working groups, technical experts, and the Secretariat 
from the Agency. 

After discussion on the Term of References of each working group it was agreed that the text 
could be mostly identical for all working groups except for the chapters on Scope, Strategy 
and Objective, which are specific for each working group. Updates were introduced in those 
chapters and agreed among the participants and should be reviewed separately by each 
working group. The table to easily compare the chapters of the Term of References of all 
working groups were developed and forwarded to the SC members for information and the 
coordinators and technical officers of the WGs for further review and comments within the 
working groups. 

In addition, it was suggested some changes to ToR of EuCAS as it was requested by OLA. 

 The nomination must be renewed after three years 
 The term of the chairperson can be three years and renewed twice. 
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Other Activities 

EuCAS organised three public webinars in 2021 and participated in two events. They were 
quite well attended with participants beyond the EuCAS network. 

Webinar: An Introduction to new IAEA Safety Standards (GSG8, GSG9 and GSG 10), 9th 
November 2021 
The presentations were given by IAEA technical officers to introduce the three safety guides 
GSG-8, GSG-9 and GSG-10 related to the protection of public and environment. The 
presentation included a small quiz and discussion of questions from the participants. All 
presentations are available on the EuCAS website. (Pages - PublicDocuments (iaea.org)). 

Webinar: An Introduction to Integrated Regulatory Review Service (IRRS) Missions, 16th 
November 2021 
The introductory presentation was given by IAEA about the process and objectives for IRRS 
missions. Further presentations were given on the experience from countries who had already 
IRRS missions. These were Germany, Norway, Romania, and Slovakia. In addition, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina presented their expectation on a planned IRRS mission. All presentations 
are available on the EuCAS website (Pages - PublicDocuments (iaea.org)). 

Webinar: An Introduction to Integrated Review Service for Radioactive Waste and Spent Fuel 
Management, Decommissioning and Remediation (ARTEMIS) Missions, 30th November 2021 
The introductory presentation was given by IAEA about ARTEMIS objectives and scope. 
Further presentations were given from Germany and Latvia about the experience and lessons 
learned and from Slovenia about their experience of preparing for the mission and 
expectations. All presentations are available on the EuCAS website (Pages - 
PublicDocuments (iaea.org)). 

GNSSN: Panel discussion during the 65th GC of the IAEA 
EuCAS actively participated in a panel discussion organised by GNSSN on networking during 
the pandemic (GNSSN Plenary - 2021 (iaea.org)). 

GNSSN: 17th SC meeting 
EuCAS actively participated with a presentation on its activities and in the discussion how to 
enhance the exchange among the regional networks (17th GNSSN Steering Committee 
Meeting, 6 - 7 Dec 2021, Virtual Event (iaea.org)). 
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IV. Summary 

This report describes the activities and the progress achieved by the EuCAS network in 2020-
2021. The COVID-19 pandemic forced EuCAS network to modify the planned activities and 
explore the possibility to implement planned activities using virtual meetings, when possible. 
Nevertheless, EuCAS network was able to keep the momentum.  

The virtual meetings were used for networking and representative from the member states 
and the IAEA TSOF contributed to this dialogue. 

Most important issue was to exchange of the information on the impact of COVID-19 on the 
regulatory activity among the members.  

Three Steering Committee (SC) meetings were held to follow the work and plan further 
actions. The 8th SC meeting was postponed to January 2022. 

The consultancy meeting updated the Terms of Reference for each working group. The drafts 
were discussed and are expected to be approved soon. The suggestion to establish a 5th 
working group on Emergency Preparedness and Response is still under consideration. 

Three webinars were successfully held. In addition, it was proposed that similar activities could 
be organised and implemented jointly with other networks in virtual manner. 
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V. Upcoming Activities and Topics in 2022 

A summary of upcoming activities and topics is provided in the table: 

No. Activity Date Status 

1 8th Steering Committee meeting 
January 2022 
Virtual 

Approval of changes to the ToR 
of EuCAS;  

2 
Approval of new member - 
Estonia 

January 2022 
Virtual 

Estonia applied for membership 
in December 2022 and became 
a new member of EuCAS  

3 Annual Report 2020-21 EuCAS 
January 2022 
Virtual 

Report sent to all members 
before the meeting 

4 
Discussion on the Term of 
References of each working 
group and final agreement 

January 2022 
The draft of ToR for each WG 
was send to coordinators for 
discussion in groups 

5 

WG 1 workshop on “Technical 
and Scientific Support 
Organizations (TSO) Providing 
Support to Regulatory Bodies: 
Challenges with their 
Establishment and Operation”  

2nd half 2022 / 2023 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan 

Discuss 

6 

WG 2 Workshop on “The 
Regulation and Management of 
Existing Facilities for the 
Predisposal of Radioactive 
Waste”  

July/August 2022 
Chisinau, Moldova 

Discuss 

7 
WG 3 Workshop on “Regulatory 
system for remediation and 
decommissioning”  

2022 
Virtual/Tajikistan 

Discuss 

8 
WG 4 Workshop on review and 
assessment based on the 
results of new questionnaire  

2022 
either virtually or in-
person, Moscow, 
Russia. 

Discuss 

9 
Webinars on the safety guides 
and other topics (lectures, 
training)  

March – October 2022  
Virtual 

Suggested to focus on GSG-15 
and -16, discuss and agreed 
with SC and WGs. Materials 
available at IAEA. 

11 

Cooperation with existing 
networks (WENRA and other 
relevant networks, IAEA), 
investigation for possible 
invitation for the EuCAS events 

2022  

Action to EuCAS SC members 
plus IAEA to have dialog with 
WENRA and maybe other 
regional networks. Action to 
IAEA TO and GNSSN PMO 
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Terms of Reference  
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