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The third Technical Meeting of the IAEA’s MODARIA II programme was held at IAEA Headquarters 

in Vienna from 22 to 25 October 2018, and was organized by the Assessment and Management of 

Environmental Releases Unit, Waste and Environmental Safety Section of the Division of Radiation 

Transport and Wastes Safety. The meeting was held over 4 days rather than the whole week because of 

the closure of the Vienna International Centre on 26 October 2018 for Austria’s national day. Over one 

hundred and fifty experts from technical support organizations, universities, research institutes, 

regulatory bodies and operating organizations in 40 Member States attended the meeting. 

Mr Peter Johnston, Director of the Division of Radiation Transport and Wastes Safety, opened the 

meeting and welcomed the participants to Vienna. Mr Johnston underlined how the objectives of 

programmes such as MODARIA II have followed the changing concerns and needs of Member States, 

such as the radiological consequences to the public and the environment due to the Chernobyl and 

Fukushima accidents as well as the evolution in science, philosophical approaches and technology in 

diverse thematic areas. Mr Johnston also mentioned that over the years the Division of Radiation 

Transport and Waste Safety has conducted a number of environmental assessments of areas 

contaminated with radioactivity around the world, such as Kazakhstan, Bikini and Moruroa atolls, 

Algeria, Iraq, Dnieper River Basin, Western Kara Sea and Kuwait, in order to evaluate the radiological 

impact on the people living in those areas and to determine if remedial measures were required, under 

the IAEA’s function to provide for the application of its safety standards at the request of a Member 

State, and underlined that these assessments have become important international reference points in the 

field of environmental radiation protection. 

Mr Diego Telleria, from the Assessment and Management of Environmental Releases Unit, has taken 

over responsibility as overall Scientific Secretary for the MODARIA II programme after 

Mr Gerhard Proehl’s retirement from the Agency in 2017. I have known Diego for many years and I 

can’t think of anybody better who could have replaced Gerhard as overall Scientific Secretary for the 

MODARIA II programme because of his expert knowledge of the subject area and his understanding of 

the functions and responsibilities of the IAEA. Mr Telleria provided the customary summary on 

MODARIA II related activities over the past 12 months. Two new Working Group Scientific Secretaries 

have joined the MODARIA II Programme: Ms Alena Zavazanová, from the Radioactive Waste and 

Spent Fuel Management Unit, has replaced Mr Gerard Bruno as Scientific Secretary for Working Group 

6 while Mr Alexander Ulanowski, from the IAEA’s Laboratory of Terrestrial Ecosystems, will share 

responsibilities as Scientific Secretary for Working Group 4 with Ms Andra-Rada Iurian. 

Given the shortened duration of the Technical Meeting the agenda was designed to allow the Working 

Groups to spend as much time as they needed to focus on completing their work but to also provide 

ample opportunity for training and presentations on specific topics of general interest for the 

participants. On both Tuesday 22 and Wednesday 23 October 2018 three optional sessions were held in 

plenary covering a wide range of subjects and activities. In addition, early morning sessions were 

organized prior to the beginning of proceedings to provide training on applications and tools (i.e. CROM 

and ICRP Publication 136 on dose coefficients for non-human biota and the software tool BiotaDCon 

Tuesday, and the NORMALYSA tool and the ESTE Code on Wednesday). A longer session from about 
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11:00 was earmarked for presentations on a wide range of subjects, lasting about 30 to 45 minutes, 

followed by a shorter session for the presentation of papers related to the areas covered by the 

MODARIA II Working Groups. These sessions are a fundamental part of the agenda of the MODARIA 

II Technical Meetings not only because they represent an opportunity for experts to showcase the work 

undertaken within the framework of MODARIA II but also because they offer a chance for younger 

scientists to expand their knowledge and expertise. Although in general the presentations were 

favourably received I believe that some improvements can be made to both the content and the format 

of these sessions for the next Technical Meeting of MODARIA II to ensure that the presentations are 

relevant to the majority of the participants and the duration of the sessions is appropriate. 

On Thursday 25 October 2018 a presentation was given by Ms Nicola Gulley, Head of the Publishing 

Section in the IAEA Division of Conference and Document Services, and Ms Lisa Villard, Publishing 

Liaison Officer which addressed concerns raised in relation to the publication of reports, papers and 

other documents related to the work carried out within the MODARIA II programme. During their 

presentation, which was a follow-up to the one given at last year’s second MODARIA II Technical 

Meeting, Ms Gulley and Ms Villard made some very useful practical suggestions and clarified many 

points that have been raised in relation to copyright and publishing procedures. I am sure that all of the 

information provided by the Publishing Section will prove very valuable when the MODARIA II reports 

are produced. 

I followed up Ms Gulley’s presentation with one of my own on the future of the MODARIA II 

programmes. The purpose of my talk was to set in motion the process leading to the setting up of the 

IAEA programme on environmental radiation protection which will follow MODARIA II rather than 

reviewing the work done and the results achieved by current Working Groups; such a review will be 

carried out by the IAEA with my input next year at the conclusion of MODARIA II. Although work 

within the Working Groups is still very much in progress I think it is important that we already start the 

process to formulate a general plan for future IAEA activities in the area of environmental protection, 

including activities outside the confines of the MODARIA II programme. We all recognize that different 

factors need to be taken into account when formulating such a plan, including not only the areas where 

research is taking place but also the functions and the past activities of the IAEA in this area and its 

regulatory priorities, as well as that specific needs of Member States. I also believe that it is vital that 

we engage with sections of the IAEA not directly involved in MODARIA II in order to ensure that the 

work programme within the successor to MODARIA II takes account and is aligned with the wider 

objectives of the IAEA in the area of safety in order to make the programme fully effective. At the same 

time I am determined to make sure that the opinions and wishes of participants in the MODARIA II 

programme are heard, especially of the younger scientists and the newcomers. To this extent I will work 

with the IAEA to collect the opinion of all participants through a targeted opinion survey. The objective 

of MODARIA to provide a platform for experts to discuss and exchange information on the topic of 

radiological impact assessment will continue to be a fundamental aim of any future programme and I 

believe we can strengthen the contribution that the MODARIA community of experts can make to not 

only the IAEA Nuclear Safety programme but also to the activities of other international organizations. 

As usual, the main part of the Technical Meeting was used by the Working Groups to make good 

progress on their activities. I am happy to report that no major issues were raised during the meeting and 

I was pleased to see that all groups are still very eager to continue to work together. I am however 

conscious that MODARIA II has entered its final year and there is not much time left before its 

conclusion and it is important to emphasise the need for all groups to renew their efforts to finalize their 

tasks so that reports can be prepared in good time. It will be my responsibility to ensure that all the hard 

work undertaken by the groups is properly recognized and is translated into material that it is of value 

to both the IAEA and the wider community of experts and regulators involved in the field of radiological 

impact assessments. To this extent I welcome very much the suggestion made by Mr Mike Thorne from 

the UK to have a special issue of the Journal of the Radiological Protection dedicated to MODARIA II. 

Mr Thorne has approached both the Editorial Board of the Journal, of which he is a member, and the 

publisher and the response has been very positive. I will pursue this proposal in the coming months. 
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Finally, I would like to thank all of this year’s Technical Meeting participants, the Working Group 

Leaders, the Scientific Secretaries and in particular Mr Diego Telleria and Ms Claire Halsall and the 

other IAEA members of staff for their help and support during the meeting.  

 

Tiberio Cabianca 

MODARIA II Chair 

10 December 2018 

 


