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On behalf of the Director General of the IAEA, it is my great pleasure to be here 

today to open and to welcome you to the International Conference on the Safety and 

Security of Radioactive Sources:  Maintaining Continuous Global Control of Sources 

throughout Their Life Cycle.  

 

Today, we are gathered just ten years after the Code of Conduct on the Safety and 

Security of Radioactive Sources was approved by the IAEA Board of Governors and 

endorsed by the General Conference. We will have a dedicated session this afternoon to 

celebrate this anniversary, and you will address specific topics of the Code throughout the 

conference, but I would like to emphasize a few items related to this unique international 

instrument, from an IAEA perspective, and start with important achievements related to the 

Code.  

The first achievement ten years ago, was the publication of an instrument addressing 

at the same time safety and security. The second achievement, actually a strong challenge 

ten years ago, is that as of today 119 States have, through their political support, recognized 

the value of this instrument and the necessity for safety and security applied to radioactive 

sources.  

The political support has increased with time. The Code is being referenced in many 

safety and security fora, and our Director General continues to receive letters of support to 

the Code. These are in response to the permanent call from the IAEA General Conference 

and other international safety or security conference resolutions, as well as from the Nuclear 

Security Summits.  

The third, impressive achievement, is the significant progress that has been made 

throughout the world in strengthening the safety and security of radioactive sources. It is 

very important to recognize what has been achieved so far and this conference will serve to 

share and disseminate the work done over the last decade to implement the provisions and 

guidance of the Code of Conduct. 
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However we also need to recognize that the Code is still far from being universally 

implemented. We need to identify remaining challenges, look ahead and agree on solutions 

and actions to further strengthen the safety and security of radioactive sources.  

I would like to cite an observation from the International Conference on Nuclear 

Security: Enhancing Global Efforts, held in Vienna on 1-5 July 2013:  

“It is now time to move from global political support and recognition to full implementation at 

all stages of the life of radioactive sources.” 

The formalized process for States to report their progress in implementing the 

principles in the Code, established in 2006 upon the recommendation of the Bordeaux 

international conference on safety and security of sources held in 2005, certainly provides 

one good mechanism to monitor on-going progress and to identify and address weaknesses.  

At this point I would like to remind you that this conference provides the opportunity, 

in a slightly different format than usual, to implement that formalized process of exchange of 

information. I want to thank the 67 Member States that have prepared, according to this 

process, a national report on their implementation of the Code.  

I would also invite you all to take full advantage of the opportunity that this week 

provides, to go deeper into that information and to share your experiences in order to benefit 

from each other’s successes and to continue paving the way for a harmonized global 

framework for the safety and security of radioactive sources.  

I also challenge you to review and discuss this formalized process. Does it work for 

your State? Can it be improved? How can it be more efficient and more effective? 

Returning to the core topic of the Conference, today we build upon a series of similar 

conferences held in Dijon (1998), Buenos Aires (2000), Vienna (2003) and Bordeaux (2005). 

As the title of the Conference suggests, we are here to discuss the safety and security of 

radioactive sources, and more specifically how to maintain control of these sources where it 

is already in place, and of course, how to establish it where it does not exist, yet.  

As during the previous conferences, the IAEA remains fully committed to helping 

States to fulfil the provisions of the Code by providing all possible assistance and 
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cooperation. I will not list in detail what the IAEA can offer but I would like to briefly explain 

recent changes in the way we contribute to the improvement of the safety and security of 

sources.  

Nuclear security has gone through a significant maturation process since the Code 

was published. This is demonstrated through the establishment and publication of the 

nuclear security series; this is demonstrated through the creation of the Nuclear Security 

Guidance Committee, similar in operation to the existing safety committees (RASSC, 

WASCC, TRANSC and NUSSC); this has been demonstrated in July through the astounding 

success of the International Conference on Nuclear Security.  

In addition to the publications on nuclear security which provide guidance covering 

broad topics, we now have in our security library three publications dedicated to the security 

of radioactive sources. These will be complemented in the near future by further publications 

currently being developed.  

The IAEA has established a Working Group on Radioactive Sources Security that 

held its first two meetings in November 2012 and May 2013. The next meeting is planned for 

2014. This group explores the security concerns specific to high-activity radioactive sources 

and seeks to improve the coordination of efforts to provide assistance related to those 

concerns.  

Nuclear safety has a long history, and  there have been fewer drastic changes but 

the IAEA continues to publish and update its safety publications. We also develop and 

enhance our tools and services to improve support for our Member States. In this respect, 

tomorrow morning you will have the opportunity to attend a special workshop that we 

organise to provide more information on our various actions and initiatives. And indeed, 

IAEA booth in the exhibition hall is the place where you can find additional printed 

information. Members of the Department of nuclear safety and security are present this week 

and they will be happy to provide any additional information you need, or answer any 

questions you may have. 
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Together with the increased emphasis on security, there is also an on-going debate 

on interfaces, integration, coordination or synergies between safety and security. While it 

may seem intuitive that safety and security should be compatible, there remains 

considerable room for further clarification.  

The bare reality is that safety and security requirements and measures, if brutally 

applied, may create conflicts. Working on interfaces, we see our role as necessary for 

identifying those possible conflicts, for finding suitable solutions, and even better, for 

identifying synergies that would provide for joint optimisation of safety and security 

measures. The IAEA is committed to finding ways to ensure that both of these concepts are 

fully addressed and neither is compromised.  

At a time of global financial constraints, we all need to strive for greater efficiency and 

effectiveness but this is especially true in the case of radioactive sources which are used 

throughout the world, especially in many States with scarce resources.  

Regardless of whether we represent safety or security or whether we view the safety 

and security of radioactive sources as integrated or as complementary, we should all work 

together to optimize our national regulatory frameworks, requirements and operational 

conditions to achieve one common goal: protecting people, society and the environment 

from the harmful effects of ionizing radiation that may occur through the inadvertent or 

malicious use of radioactive sources. This means that States should not focus their efforts 

on establishing a safety regime or a security framework. Instead, efforts should be balanced 

to implement both safety and security in a complementary manner.  

Another example of the critical interplay between safety and security involves the 

management for radioactive sources at the end of their useful lives. Sources can be 

managed safely through conditioning and proper storage but they may still be vulnerable to 

theft; they can also be managed securely following physical protection principles, but that 

could leave them vulnerable to leaking or contamination and unnecessary exposure of 

people. Failure to address both safety and security, equally, poses a significant risk. For this 
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reason, States are encouraged to develop and implement comprehensive national strategies 

for the safe and secure management of all disused radioactive sources.  

 

Conclusion  

I have talked a little about the history of the Code which will be discussed in more detail 

shortly. I have mentioned the efforts of the IAEA to support States’ efforts to implement the 

safety and security principles of the Code of Conduct through the development of relevant 

guidance, provision of training, and fostering of regional cooperation and approaches. I 

would also like to note that several recent international events such as the International 

Conference on Effective Regulatory Systems and the International Nuclear Security 

Conference have emphasized the wide acceptance of the Code of Conduct as the primary 

international instrument defining the principles for the safety and security of sources. It has 

also been recognized that a State political commitment to the provisions contained in the 

Code of Conduct do not end State’s responsibilities.  

Today, this week, even more important for the Agency, is listening to your 

expectations.  

We know that there are many challenges related to the implementation of safety and 

security. These will be described in the Regional Summaries of the National Reports, as well 

as in several contributed papers. But there is a need to discuss these problems and identify 

solutions. This requires you to present solutions developed in your countries, and you to 

propose ideas for discussion.  

 

In order to keep States engaged and committed to meeting the provisions of the 

Code, a strategy for motivation, a strategy for knowledge and resources sustainability is 

necessary. This will help ensure that the safety and security of radioactive sources is 

sustained over the long term. 

As representing your States -- regardless whether you are a regulator, a technical 

advisor, a licensing officer, a customs and border official, a first responder, or a member of 
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the ministry of foreign affairs – each of you plays a role in ensuring the safety and security of 

radioactive sources in your country. By actively participating in the Conference, by sharing 

your national experiences and efforts, and through listening your peers describe their 

successes and challenges, you and we can collectively set the tone for continued 

improvement for the safety and security of radioactive sources; we can make radioactive 

sources safer and more secure than they are today, starting from next week.  

 

I want now to thank the Federal Authority for Nuclear Regulation (FANR), and 

through it, the Government of the United Arab Emirates, for hosting the Conference. It is 

very positive and inspiring to all that a country and a regulatory body so much engaged in 

establishing its nuclear programme still gave significant importance to the safety and security 

of radioactive sources.  

 

The IAEA is also very grateful to the cooperating organizations that will contribute to 

the debate and to the success of this conference. 

 

Finally, it is a pleasure to acknowledge the participation of 100 States, 13 

international organizations and 420 delegates registered in this conference. Considering the 

limited resources of the Agency to organize international conferences, I want to express my 

gratitude to the Governments of Belgium, Denmark, India and the United States and Korea 

for their very generous extra-budgetary donations. Thanks to their support, this conference 

has been made possible, including travelling to Abu Dhabi for many participants. 

 

Thank you for your attention and I wish you a successful Conference. 


